




















City of Bloomington, Minnesota

Table 7.5  
Bloomington School District Enrollment Projections, 2008-2013

Grade 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 2011- 2012-
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Kindergarten 
Total 716 732 758 765 767 769

1 761 717 734 760 767 770
2 766 755 711 729 755 762
3 779 771 759 715 738 764
4 695 780 772 760 716 742
5 759 698 784 775 763 719

Elementary
Total 4,476 4,453 4,518 4,504 4,506 4,526

6 757 761 700 786 777 765
7 789 761 765 704 790 781
8 787 780 752 756 696 781

Middle School
Total 2,333 2,302 2,217 2,246 2,263 2,327

9 846 861 853 822 827 761
10 916 851 866 858 827 832
11 827 879 816 831 823 793
12 861 785 835 775 789 782

High School
Total 3,450 3,376 3,370 3,286 3,266 3,168
Total Enrollment 10,259 10,131 10,105 10,036 10,035 10,021

Source: Bloomington Independent School District 271.

Table 7.3  K-12 School Choice:
Bloomington Residents
2007-2008

Number %

Bloomington 
Public Schools 10,259 84%

Other Public 
Schools 333 3%

Charter Schools 
(2006-07 data) 214 2%

Home Schools 198 2%

Private Schools 1,141 9%

Total 12,145 100%

Source: Bloomington Independent
School District 271.

Table 7.4  K-12 Open
Enrollment 2007-2008 

Students from other 
communities enrolled 
in Bloomington 
public schools 462

Bloomington students 
who enroll in 
other districts 333

Source: Bloomington Independent
School District 271.

Forecast
Enrollment 

As the City grew and developed in
the 1950s and 1960s so did public
school enrollment eventually
reaching a peak of 25,000 students,
28 schools, and 2,000 staff members
in 1969.  Enrollment declined
throughout the 1970s before
stabilizing in the late 1980s.  Today

enrollment is close to 10,000
students within 14 schools. The
School District predicts enrollment
numbers will remain flat throughout
the next 5-10 years.
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Public Safety
The City maintains a 135-person
volunteer Fire Department who
responds from six fire stations
located throughout the community.
The average response to an
emergency call is 4.1 minutes from
the time of notification.  

The Bloomington Police
Department has an authorized
strength of 116 sworn officers, 35
civilians, and 2 animal wardens. The
Department is also home to one of
only four Bomb Squads in the sta te
of Minnesota.

Did you know …
• The Public Works salt facility was

honored by the Salt Institute in
2006 and 2007 for “Excellence in
Storage.”

Existing Facilities
It is Bloomington’s intent to provide high quality; long-lasting public
buildings that support the efficient and economical provision of desired
services.

Civic Plaza

In December 1999, the City Council directed city staff and a citizen task force
to explore the acquisition of a site suitable for a new campus of facilities. The
City Council authorized site assembly in 2000 and the new City Hall, Police
and Center for the Arts building was completed in 2003. The building design
reflects the natural environment of the Nine Mile Creek Valley and the value
Bloomington residents place on parks and green space. The building features
a unique combination of arts center and municipal facilities. Many native
plants and trees were planted throughout the site to complement the stone,
cedar, and metal building materials. A 2,500 square foot mural was added to
the exterior flyloft in 2007.

Creekside Community Center

Creekside Community Center, 9801 Penn Avenue, is a former elementary
school constructed in 1960 currently utilized by senior citizen programs and
Human Services programs. City staff predicts the building will require major
renovation or replacement within five to seven years. A study is planned as
the first step in deciding whether to renovate or replace the facility.

Libraries

Bloomington is home to two libraries, Penn Lake Community Library at 8800
Penn Avenue and Oxboro Community Library at 8801 Portland Avenue.
Hennepin County owns and operates both facilities.

Public Works

The Public Works complex was extensively redeveloped in 2002 and a second
phase added in 2005/2006. Approximately 71,000 square feet of vehicle
storage was constructed in 2002 to protect over $16 million invested in
equipment. In 2003, a salt-storage shed was constructed. The shed enables the
City to buy salt in larger quantities in the off-season and keeps the products
dry and protected from the elements.
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City of Bloomington, Minnesota

Bloomington Civic Plaza opened 
in 2003.
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Source: Bloomington Planning Division.
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Goal 1 Provide accessible park, recreation, and arts facilities and programs to serve 
the needs of Bloomington residents.

Strategy 1.1

Meet resident needs and desires for rec reational activities through
appropriate facilities and programs.

● Implement the strategies of the Park Master Plan (adopted February 11,
2008) with emphasis on the following top ten priority strategies:

(1) Park revitalization program for park infrastructure – The Capital
Improvement Program (CIP) will need to be reviewed and prioritized
relative to the Park and Rec reation goals and strategies and ongoing
revitalization of parks.

(2) Signature Parks – Reposition parks to reduce costs, improve quality,
and better meet evolving and diverse needs.

(3) Trails – Adopt an Alternative Transportation Plan including
improved internal and external bicycle and pedestrian connections.

(4) Natural Resource Management – Enhance planning and resource
allocation devoted to natural resources and sustainability.

(5) Recreation Programming – Emphasize quality programming to serve
a spectrum of ages, abilities, and interests. Encourage active living actions.

(6) Community Gathering/Sense of Community – Develop community
gathering locations and improve facilities and parks to enhance a sense of
community.

(7) Arts – Integrate public art into community life and identify and
increase opportunities to participate in arts and cultural.

(8) History – Identify and preserve historical sites and properties with
historical significance.

(9) Collaboration – Increase communication and partnerships with
advocacy groups, partners, and the business community. Support
volunteerism and community stewardship of parks and natural areas.

(10) Bond Referendum – Define the content and timing of a future park,
trail, green space, and community facilities bond referendum, an essential
tool needed to fund planned park system im provements.

7.4 Goals, Strategies, Actions
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Strategy 1.2

Engage and inform the public on park s, recreation, and arts issues.

● Expand use of the City website to share information, respond to resident
comments, register for programs and email listserves, and reserve
facilities.

● Expand cable television programming for parks, recreation, and arts
items.

● List the benefits of Parks and Recreation services and the positive impact
they have on Bloomington residents, visitors, and property values.

● Include the residents in the planning of parks, recreation, and arts
facilities and programs through solicitation of public input (e.g. public
meetings, surveys, evaluations, feedback, task forces, etc.).

● Address resident concerns in a timely manner.

● Improve utilization of volunteers and develop a comprehensive volunteer
recognition program.

Strategy 1.3

Continue to support cooperative relationships with other governmental
agencies and community recreation and arts organizations to enhance
and improve the Bloomington parks, recreation and arts facilities and
programs.

● Work closely with the Three Rivers Regional Park District, the State
Department of Natural  Resources, the Metropolitan Council, the
Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and other agencies in the improvement of regional recreation and
trail facilities.

● Negotiate agreements with the Bloomington School District to maintain
continued public use of recreation facilities after schools are closed.

● Explore partnerships with other service providers for parks, recreation,
and arts services and facilities (e.g. YMCA, School District, youth athletic
associations, Lion’s Club, community service organizations, neighborhood
groups, etc.) Partnerships can be for programming, fund-raising for park
facilities, etc.

● Support the efforts and programming needs of the Bloomington Farmer’s
Market.

Strategy 1.4

Provide park facilities and amenities that meet or exceed standards set
through the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

● Make reasonable accommodations for individuals with special needs
except where an undue burden exists (i.e. some facilities may not be
accessible due to extreme topography and the excessive cost to make the
facilities ADA compliant).
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● Identify barriers to participation or use of facilities and take steps to
reduce or eliminate these barriers.

● Provide specialized recreation facilities and programs for the elderly,
handicapped, and other people with special needs.

● Implement the Accessibility Evaluation Transition Plan.

Strategy 1.5

Enhance and promote community facilities that meet the visual and
performing arts programming needs of the community.

● Periodically evaluate the Arts Center programming with regard to
resident needs and continue to expand programming options to reach the
greatest possible number of residents.

● Take advantage of facilities already existing in the community for arts
programming (schools, city, etc.).

Strategy 2.1

Continue to coordinate City and school planning efforts to cooperate on
joint objectives.

● Utilize joint meetings between the City Council and School Board, as
appropriate.

● Coordinate planning on multi-use community center facilities and adult
educational programming to ensure City and School facilities and
programs complement one another and to avoid unnecessary duplication
of services.

● Coordinate planning on community/school bicycle and pedestrian
linkages.

● Include School District in citywide traffic demand management
discussions.

● Cooperate with the School District to continue to provide drug abstinence
education and youth activity programming.

● Coordinate Bloomington promotional strategies and marketing efforts
with the School District.

● Continue to provide Police Department liaison services to public middle
and high schools.

● Continue joint school/police emergency response training and
simulations.

● Encourage a continued closed campus environment for all schools.

Goal 2 Work cooperatively with education providers to ensure high quality, safe learning
environments responsive to the needs of local residents and businesses.
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Strategy 2.2

Facilitate efforts to link private businesses and industry leaders with
educational institutions.

● Create linkages between the private sector, high schools, and
post-secondary institutions.

Strategy 3.1

Develop new facilities to meet community needs.

● Continue to study the funding, role, and location of a new community
center.

● Periodically review fire station facilities and equipment for adequacy as
additional development occurs.

Strategy 3.2

Use “green” standards and practices for management of existing
buildings and design of new public buildings.

● Consider using the design standards of a nationally recognized rating
system such as LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
when constructing any new public buildings.

● Continue to analyze building management practices of City facilities to
increase energy efficiency and enhance the health and welfare of
building occupants.

Strategy 3.3
Continue to maintain and upgrade city facilities as needed to provide
services in a fiscally sound manner.

Goal 3 Support the efficient and economical provision of public services with high quality, 
long-lasting, and sustainable public buildings.


