
Pending final approval by the Bloomington City Council, the project to restore native 

prairie to a portion of Pond Dakota Mission Park should soon begin.  Three acres would 

be restored to an oak savannah - prairie grasses dotted by a few oaks and other native 

trees.  Two more acres adjacent to the restored prairie would be cleared of buckthorn 

and other invasive species to create a protective buffer zone.  Funding would come 

from both the City of Bloomington and an LCCMR grant obtained through Great River 

Greening, the company that would be hired to do the restoration. 
 

The first area to be restored begins on the east side of the Pond House, near the location 

of the original barn, and extends down the hill to the plateau.  It continues south, fol-

lowing the contour of the hillside, and wraps around to the Minnesota River Valley 

overlook area.  The 2-acre protective buffer zone will be on the east, south, and west 

sides of this area.   A second area to be restored is located just west of the garden. 
 

Before proceeding with the project, an archeological survey with shovel testing was 

completed in November, to see what types of cultural materials - both historic and Na-

tive American - are located in the area and, if possible, locate the site of the 1843 Mis-

sion House.  Unfortunately, the area studied has been disturbed to such an extent by 

farming and excavation that it wasn’t possible to determine the Mission House site.  

Artifacts were found during the archaeological survey, which will be curated by the 

Bloomington Historical Society and used in exhibits and programs at the Pond house. 
 

Of course, recreating native prairie doesn’t happen overnight.  It will be a couple of 

years before prairie grasses and flowers are growing, and about 5 years for the area to 

be completely restored. The first step will be clearing out non-native trees from the pro-

ject area, which should begin this winter.  In the spring a burn will likely be scheduled, 

followed by a shallow tilling of the soil, and then planting can begin.  That’s when 

many volunteers will be needed!  So if this project interests you, stay tuned for several 

opportunities to help out.   
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Time to Renew Your PDHS Membership! 
 

   It’s that time of year again.  Pond Dakota Heritage Society membership extends  

    from January 1 - December 31, so if you haven’t yet renewed for 2010, now is the   

    time.  Membership dues may be paid at the Pond House or mailed to our treasurer,  

    Mark Morrison, Pond Dakota Heritage Society, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road,  

    Bloomington, MN 55431.  Your membership dues make our lecture programs  

    possible, and include free admission to all tours and programs at the Pond House,  

    and voting privileges at PDHS business meetings.  Subscriptions to the PDHS  

    Review are offered free of charge. 



F E B R U A R Y 

 
The Williamson & Pond Families & the Dakota  

Mission:  Part I                 Sunday, February 7,  2 pm 

Jeff Williamson will explore the ancestry and back-

ground of the Williamson, Pond, and Hopkins fami-

lies, including how they are related to each other; the 

anti-slavery activity of the Williamson family; and 

some of the famous early American clergymen that 

are closely related to the Pond family. Jeff will cover 

the beginnings of the Dakota Mission from 1834 to 

1851, the year of the Treaties of Traverse des Sioux 

and Mendota, and the drowning of Robert Hopkins in 

1851.  Part II will be presented later in the year.  

House tours at 1:30 & 3:30 p.m. 

 

Open House         Sunday February 14, 1:30 – 4 pm 
While touring the Pond House, hear the story of how 

Gideon Pond nearly drowned after breaking through 

the ice on Lake Harriet! 
  

Dakota Language for Beginners  

Sunday, February 21,   2 pm 
Learn to speak and write everyday words and phrases 

in Dakota - one of the original languages of Minne-

sota.  With few fluent speakers left, intensive efforts 

are being made to revitalize the language.  Dakota 

people didn’t use written language until the first al-

phabet was devised by Gideon and Samuel Pond in 

1834.  This workshop is open to all ages.  Copies of 

19th century documents will be on display.  Children 

can take home a Dakota language activity book. Web-

site resources and information on Dakota classes in 

the Twin Cities will be available. House tours at 1:30 

and 3:30 p.m.  

 

Open House         Sunday February 28, 1:30 – 4 pm 
After a tour of the historic Pond House, take a few 

minutes to make your own Whirligig – a favorite toy 

of frontier children.  Suitable for all ages.  
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Making Hand-dipped Candles          Sunday, January 3 

Drop-In Program, 2 – 4 pm  

Agnes Pond made their family’s candles, which were the 

only source of light for the Pond family before the 1860s.  

Try your hand at dipping candles, and make a pair to take 

home.  Learn why the Pond family was so pleased when 

kerosene lamplight became available. 

    

Open House               Sunday, January 10, 1:30 – 4 pm 

Tour the Pond House; then make your own 2010 calendar 

using Dakota month names, including Hard Moon, Rac-

coon Moon, Sore Eyes Moon, and Tree Popping Moon. 

 

“Before the Smoke”             Sunday, January 17, 2 pm 

Jack Koblas, one of the most prolific writers of Minnesota 

history, will discuss Indian history and their inevitable 

confrontation with white settlers in Minnesota.  He will 

explain how the treaties were broken, and show how both 

sides failed to understand their fundamental differences, 

setting the stage for the U.S./Dakota war of 1862.  Koblas 

has written 67 books on U.S. and Minnesota history and 

American literary figures. He is the author of the 1862 

Sioux Uprising trilogy:  Let Them Eat Grass, Smoke, and 

Fire and Ashes.  He is also a film and documentary con-

sultant and script writer.  House tours at 1:30 & 3:30 p.m. 

 

Open House                 Sunday, January 24, 1:30 – 4 pm 

Pork and gravy for a year and a half!  Tours of the Pond 

House will reveal the Pond brothers’ loathe for cooking – 

or doing any homemaking tasks for that matter.  

 

Pond Dakota Winter History Festival  

Sunday January 31, Noon - 4:00 pm 

Experience winter on the frontier while riding on a dog-

sled!  Try your hand at Dakota games both indoors and 

out.  In the logging camp you can saw and fire-brand your 

own log section.  Sit around a campfire inside an authentic 

tipi and learn about it’s importance to Native Americans.  

Feeling chilly?  Come into the house for some warm soup 

or cider and enjoy live music played on several parlor in-

struments.  Cost is $5 per person, free to Pond Dakota 

Heritage Society members.  $1/bowl for soup.  

 

 

Events at Pond Dakota Mission Park 
 

 

The Pond House is open year round on Sundays from 1:30 – 4 p.m.  Admission to programs and tours is free for Pond 

Dakota Heritage Society members and youth through high school.  Suggested donation of $2 for non-member adults.  



M A R C H 
                           

 

Maple Sugaring                     

Sunday March 7, Drop-In program, 2 – 4 pm 
Native Americans produced maple sugar for centuries 

and passed on their knowledge to frontier settlers. Now 

you can experience maple sugaring for yourself!  

Outdoors, learn how to choose the trees to tap, collect-

ing the sap, and boiling it down to make syrup. Inside 

the house, watch syrup transform into sugar and sample 

maple candy. House tours 1:30 to 4:00 pm. 

 

Open House              Sunday March 14, 1:30 – 4 pm 
House tours will include the story of Gideon’s appoint-

ment to the 1st Territorial Legislature in March 1849 - 

despite his protests – which gave him the opportunity to 

campaign for civil rights. 
 

“Searching for a Lost Heritage” 

Sunday, March 21, 2 pm 

Dr. Elden Lawrence will speak about his search for his 

ancestral roots, and in particular Lorenzo Lawrence and 

his great, great grandmother, Catherine.  Elden is a for-

mer president of Sisseton Wahpeton Community Col-

lege and former professor at Minnesota State University, 

Mankato.  He is currently teaching at Sisseton Wahpe-

ton Community College.  He is the author of two books: 

The Peace Seekers: Indian Christians and the Dakota 

Conflict and Stories and Reflections From an Indian 

Perspective, which will be available for purchase and 

signing.  House tours at 1:30 & 3:30 p.m.  

 

Open House                Sunday, March 28, 1:30 – 4 pm 

Explore “every nook and cranny” of the historic Pond 

House on a scavenger hunt .  Successful hunters will 

receive a frontier toy prize to take home.  

 
 

2010 PDHS Officers 
 

On Sunday, November 22nd, new officers were elected 

for the coming year.  We want to express our heart-felt 

gratitude to Lisa Ferguson, who did such a  great job as 

our treasurer for the last three years, and welcome Mark 

Morrison as our new treasurer.   
 

Our 2010 officers include: 

President and Program Director  - Jeff Williamson   

Vice-President and Publicity Director  - Jay Ludwig 

Secretary - Candy Williamson       

Treasurer - Mark Morrison             

Newsletter - Patricia Mees   
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Join the Pond Dakota Heritage Society! 

Support the mission of the PDHS by becoming a 

member, or renew your membership today.  Mem-

bership makes our lecture programs possible, and 

includes free admission to all programs at the Pond 

House, and voting privileges at PDHS business 

meetings.  Individual Membership $20, Household 

Membership $30. Mail membership dues to:  Mark 

Morrison, Pond Dakota Heritage Society, 1800 W. 

Old Shakopee Road, Bloomington, MN 55431.   

    Thank you for your support! 

 

Pond Dakota Mission Park  

401 East 104th Street 

Bloomington, MN 55420 

 

 

Pond Dakota  

Mission Park 

 

Our program information is on the web!                                         

Visit us at www.ci.bloomington.mn.us  

In the upper left corner of the home page,  

look for the “Search for Keywords” box,  

and type in: pond house 



 

Pond Dakota Heritage Society 

Bloomington Civic Plaza 

1800 W. Old Shakopee Road 

Bloomington, MN 55431 

 

 

Contact Us 

To receive this newsletter by U.S. Mail 

or E-mail, or for info about the Pond 

Dakota  Heritage Society,  contact Jay 

L u d w i g ,  9 5 2 - 4 8 4 - 0 4 7 7 ,  o r 

jludwig@ci.bloomington.mn.us. 
 

For information about programming and 

private tours of the Gideon and Agnes 

Pond House, contact Mark Morrison, 

City of Bloomington Parks and Recrea-

tion, 952-563-8693, or mmorri-

son@ci.bloomington.mn.us.  
 

You can find us on the web at 

www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, then search 

using keywords “pond house”. 

Highlights of River Rendezvous 2009 

 

 

Broken Toe Cooking 

Lacota Man 

Westward Movement 


